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A Comparative Study of Effects and Impacts of Western Imperialism on China and Nigeria  
 
Abstract 
Imperialism is a modernizing instrument of history which helps uncivilized and 
culturally–bound societies to adopt western civilization and move into modernity. 
Imperialism is experienced by people who are influenced, invaded or colonized by the 
European powers in one way or the other. Western imperialism has economic, political 
and cultural effects on different societies based on the extent of western influence. The 
researcher focuses on the effects of western imperialism in China and Nigeria in the late 
Modern Period. The reason for the comparison is based on the influence and activities of 




 and early 20
th
 centuries. Also, the researcher points out how 
western imperialism has affected these societies in different ways.  
Western imperialism in China and Nigeria are of different forms which created 
different historical effects, backgrounds and perceptions. Slave trade business, British 
colonial rule and internal conflicts are the main features that characterize western 
imperialism in Nigeria, while foreign influence and control, opium trade, radical changes 
and internal conflicts characterize western imperialism in China. The researcher also 
finds out that there are psychological and cultural impacts of western imperialism as a 
result of changes and quest for modernity. Also, their reactions to the aftermath of 
imperialism are different because of many factors such as cultural backgrounds, system 
of government and different experiences of imperialism. 
 
Therefore, this paper explores the effects and impacts of western imperialism in China 
and Nigeria in the late modern period. It also discusses the cultural and psychological 
impacts of imperialism, consequences and effects in the social, economic and political 
lives of these societies. 

























































      














A Comparative Study of Effects and Impacts of Western Imperialism on China and Nigeria  
 
 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
                        
Abstract in English………………………………………………… ………………..i 
Abstract in Chinese………………………………………………………………….ii 
Table of Contents in English………………………………………………………..iii 
Table of Contents in Chinese…………………………………………………….....vi 
 
CHAPTER 1 – General Introduction……………………………………………….1                         
           
1.1. Statement of the Problem…………………………………………………………1 
1.2. Background of the Study ……………………………………………………........2 
1.3. Significance of the Study…………………………………………………………2  
1.4 Organization of Study ……………………………………………………………..3 
1.5. The Method of the Study …………………………………………………………4 
1.6 The Scope of Study………………………………………………………………..4 
 
CHAPTER 2 –History of Western Imperialism……………………………………5 
2.1. Definition of Imperialism…………………………………………………………5 
2.2. A Brief Introduction to Western Imperialism…………………………………….6  
2.3. Concepts and Aims of Western Imperialism……………………………….……..8 
2.3.1 Civilization and Religious concepts……………………………………….9 




                
              













A Comparative Study of Effects and Impacts of Western Imperialism on China and Nigeria  
 
CHAPTER 3 –Western Imperialism and the Chinese Society in the Late Modern 
Period ………………………………………………………………………………13 
3.1 A Brief History of Western Imperialism in China………………………………13 
3.1.1 The First Phase……………………………………………………………19    
3.1.2 The Second Phase…………………………………………………………21 
3.1.3 The Third Phase…………………………………………………………...27 
 
3.2 Effects of Imperialism in China………………………………………………….29 
3.2.1 Political Effect……………………………………………………………..29 
3.2.2 Cultural Effect……………………………………………………………..31 
3.2.3Economic Effect…………………………………………………………...34 
3.2.4 Psychological Effect……………………………………………………..35 
     
CHAPTER 4-Western Imperialism and the Nigerian Society in the Late Modern 
Period …………………………………………………………………..……………37 
4.1 A Brief History of Western Imperialism in Nigeria……………………………...37 
4.2 Effects of Western Imperialism in Nigeria……………………………………….45 
4.2.1 Political Effect…………………………………………………………......50 
4.2.2 Cultural Effect………………………………………………………. ……51 
4.2.3 Economic Effect…………………………………………………………...51 
 4.2.4 Psychological Effect…………………………………………………….52 
            
  
CHAPTER 5 – Conclusions……………………………………………………….54                                                   
References…………………………………………………………………………...59  
 
       
 
 






































































第五章  结论………………………………………………………………………54 參
考…………………………………………………………………………………59 




































General Introduction  
Imperialism has been one of the most powerful forces in the late modern period, 
exploring every continent while oppressing the indigenous natives and enforcing 
technological development and civilization. "Imperialism" simply means the process 
whereby the dominant political and economic interests of a country propel them to enrich 
their society with the labor, raw materials, and markets of another existing society. 
Africans and Asia are among the earliest victims of Western European imperialism.  
 
Currently, looking at the world today through an economic, political and social lens; it 
is very clear to see both the great successes and enormous disasters that emerged from the 
impacts of western imperialism. Supposedly, many underdeveloped and uncivilized 
nations received the necessary infrastructure for development and growth, as seen in 
some societies in East Asia, while some nations are negatively affected by the economic 
and social exploitation, as portrayed in the African nations. However, it is also very 
important to note that western imperialism’s most effective tools for dominating other 
countries and cultures have been very political and economic in nature. It is from this 
point of view that this research work compares the late modern period of western 
imperialism in China and Nigeria as well as its impacts, reactions and the after effects on 
the politics, culture and economy of these countries. In this context, the researcher is 
saddled with the chief responsibility of bringing to light its merits and demerits. The 
various chapters of this work will serve as a missing link towards the actualization of this 
great task and dream。 
 
1.1   Statement of the Problem 
The concept of Western Imperialism and its inherent problems have been in 




















mostly felt by nations that are influenced by western invasion. This problem has gone 
through several stages and generation and yet its negative impacts are still felt by many 
countries; especially by the African societies. Today, the problem posed by Western 
imperialism is beyond ordinary social and cultural boundaries; but deeply political, tribal 
and economical. Many nations see it as a great obstacle which cannot be easily changed 
or amended. Recently, the problems caused by the British colonization of Nigeria have 
become a serious problem that is begging for a rational solution. 
 
1.2 Objective of Study 
Imperialism has raised different views and opinions; and it has become such a 
problematic concept in terms of its merits and demerits. Thus, while some people argue 
that imperialism fostered technological development and western civilization; others 
believe that it has caused more harm than good; owing to the fact that it encouraged 
exploitation, slavery, political and social instability in the guise of civilization. However, 
the main objective of study in this work seeks to compare western imperialism in China 
and Nigeria as well as the effects, impacts and the reactions of these two societies. 
Another important aim of this study is to unveil the demerits and merits of western 
imperialism and its effects on the above mentioned societies. 
 
1.3 Significance of the Study 
The significance of this study is on the exposition of the views and effects of 
imperialism on the Chinese and Nigerian societies as well as the reactions to imperialism 
aftermath. In this study, we shall clarify the conceptions about western imperialism; its 
merits and demerits and also its impacts on the cultural, social and economic well-being 























bring to the lime light the strengths, weaknesses, successes and failures of imperialism on 
the most affected societies.  
 
This research will establish that it is very important for all societies to hold their 
culture and identity to high esteem while seeking for social and political stability caused 
by the western imperialism. In this view, this research will try to present an overall view 
of western imperialism its positive and negative effects to the above mentioned societies. 
 
1.4      Organization of Study    
 This research work is fully historical and is divided into five chapters. This enables 
good comprehension and clarity of the work. Chapter one contains the general 
introduction of the work. It exposes the aim, the problem, and the importance of the 
entire work. Chapter two is the literature review. It outlines the history, motives and 
concepts of Western imperialism and other related works by different authors in the past 
years. Chapter three is the main body of the work. It deals with western imperialism in 
China in the late modern period; its impacts, effects as well as the reaction of the Chinese 
people towards western imperialism. It also looks at the implications of western 
imperialism on the social, religious, cultural and economic status of the Chinese 
society.  Chapter four is also the main thrust of the work. It deals with western 
imperialism in Nigeria in the late modern period; its impacts, effects as well as the 
reaction of the Nigerian people towards western imperialism. It also looks at the 
implications of western imperialism on the social, religious, cultural and economic status 
of the Nigerian society. Chapter five is the last chapter of the work; it makes a final 
comparative study on China and Nigeria; it also carries in it the summary, conclusions 




















1.5    The Method of Study 
The researcher’s source in writing this work involves a self study of ideas in articles, 
books, internet publications by renowned authors and also direct experience. It also 
employs the methods of analysis, criticism and evaluation. The researcher employs the 
historical approach which helps us to know the nature and origin of western imperialism 
in China and Nigeria; it also helps us to analyze the impacts created by imperialism.  
 
1.6   The Scope of Study 
Though this research work is vast in nature, it is limited in scope. Significantly, the 
scope is on western imperialism, impacts and effects by comparing China and Nigeria in 




































    History of Western Imperialism 
Chapter 2 
History of Western Imperialism 
 
2.1 A Brief Definition of Imperialism 
Imperialism is the creation or maintenance of unequal economic, cultural, and 
territorial relationships, usually between states and often in the form of an empire, based 
on domination and subordination.1 It can also be defined as the process of conquering 
different societies and ruling them with economic and political influence. The word 
imperialism has its root from the Latin verb imperare which means “to command”, as 
perceived in the Roman concept of imperium. 'Imperialism' was coined in the 16th 
century, which reflects the imperial policies of the west (Europeans) such as, Britain or 
France, in Africa and Asia.2 This concept does not only describe colonial and territorial 
policies, but also economic, military dominance and influence. 
 
Many people perceive imperialism as an imposition of power and influence of civilized 
nations on less civilized nations; while others see it as an indirect political and economic 
influence or control of weak states by more powerful ones. In this view, Edward Said 
states that imperialism involves the practice, the theory and the attitudes of a dominating 
metropolitan centre ruling a distant territory.3 This implies that imperialism functions for 
political, ideological as well as financial reasons.’ Karl Marx defines ‘Imperialism’ as the 
unconscious tool of history and also a necessary historical force in breaking apart 
stagnant and tradition-bound societies seemingly incapable of moving into modern 
history on their own.4 
 
1
 Johnston, Ronald John. The Dictionary of Human Geography. (Wiley-Blackwell ,2000) ,p.375 
2 Oxford English Dictionary Online (Oxford University Press, 2010.) 
3 Edward Said. Culture and Imperialism. (Vintage Books, 1998) Online Publication 


















History of Western Imperialism 
 
The term ‘Imperialism”, defines how powerful nations exercise power over weaker 
nations through sovereignty, settlement, or indirect mechanisms of control. It is also a 
form of conquest or ideology that benefited the Europeans economically, politically and 
strategically. However, it is very important to note that imperialism is a form of influence 
which involves indirect forms of domination and not direct as seen in colonization. There 
have been difficulties in distinguishing western imperialism from colonialism. These two 
concepts are treated as synonyms and sometimes used interchangeably. Unlike 
imperialism; colonialism involves a political and economic control over a dependent 
nation by military force and subjugation against the will of the people. Imperialism 
simply defines the way a country exercises power on another country through indirect 
ways. One major fact about imperialism is that it is not restricted to any specific time or 
place; it still continues. However, it is very useful to note that the term ‘colonialism’ is 
used to describe the settlement of these European nations in their conquered territories, 
while ‘imperialism” refers to the influence exacted on weaker nations. 
 
2.2 A Brief Introduction to Western Imperialism  
  Imperialism started around 1870 when developed countries were taking over less 
developed nations, colonizing them, or influencing them in order to expand their own 
power. Imperialism has existed for many years, in this view; it refers to the activities of 
different nations like the United Kingdom, France, Japan and the United States in the 18
th
 
and 19th centuries as seen in the "Scramble for Africa" and the "Open Door Policy” in 
China . It is also a period when the nations of Western Europe embarked upon a race for 
overseas empires that holds profound implications for the entire world.5 
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